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Organizer

School of Foreign Languages, South China University of Technology

The history of School of Foreign Languages (SFL) can be dated back to 1985 as
the Department of Foreign Languages, and since 2002 under the present name, SFL
continues to build on its heritage of academic excellence. SFL has been enrolling
English-major undergraduates since 1988, and Japanese-major undergraduates since
2003. It began to offer university-wide English-minor courses in 1995, and set up dual
major and dual degree classes in 1999. SFL currently provides two M.A programs: one
in Foreign Linguistics and Applied Linguistics which was set up in 1993 with the
approval of the Academic Degrees Committee of the State Council, and the other in
English Language and Literature.

In order to rationalize the structure of disciplines, optimize the educational
resources for the further development of SCUT, School of Foreign Languages was
established with the approval of SCUT Committee of CPC on January 1st, 2002.

SFL is responsible for the English major, programmes for MA and public English
teaching in the whole university, and it consists of Foreign Language Department 1

(English major and academic master degree) and Department 2 (Japanese, German,
and Russian ), College English Teaching Department 1 and 2, Non-English Major
Postgraduate Foreign Language Teaching Department, Foreign Language Training
Center, Research Institute of Foreign Languages & Culture, and SCUT Test Site of the

National College Spoken English Test.
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5 & & 2 /Abstracts of the Keynote Speeches
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Leslie, Christopher  South China University of Technology

Fr: Theodore Dreiser, the Red Scare, and the Aims of U.S. Cultural Diplomacy
i %:  As part of the Marshall Plan to rebuild Europe in the wake of World War 11, the

United States appropriated funds to support cultural diplomacy. European countries
were faced with massive rebuilding effort, but the United States had escaped relatively
unscathed. This provided an opportunity for the United States to present itself as a new
international leader, except that some doubted the relatively young country had any
culture of significance or a depth of national character that made it possible to lead.
Given the presumption that the United States was only interested in economic gain, a
diplomatic effort sought to change the opinions of people in countries that could be
political and economic allies. The United States Information Agency (USIA) undertook
a program to take U.S. authors abroad, promoting the idea that the American character
was complex and international starting in 1948. This new resulted in a new sense of
international literature that represented a change in the paradigm of community in

foreign literature.
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To support the USIA, American Centers opened in conjunction with the foreign
service throughout the world, purportedly providing an opportunity to promote the
study of community writing in U.S. literature. This funding provided libraries with
copies of representative American authors, supported the translation of American books
into local languages, provided funding for tours of theater and artistic productions, and
supported instruction in the English language. Today, these cultural programs are not
as well remembered as others like the radio broadcasts called “The Voice of America,”
which sought to promote the U.S. point of view from the vantage point of diplomatic
missions in many countries. Complimenting these better-known programs, the
programs to support international reception of literature advocated a sense of U.S.
literature as a worldwide culture, suggesting that U.S. novels and artwork had a story
to tell beyond the U.S. borders.

Within a few years of its establishment, the cultural diplomacy effort to support
community writing among foreign audiences with respect to U.S. authors met with
considerable internal resistance. Starting in 1953, in particular, the novels of Theodore
Dreiser in the American Centers (originally written in the early part of the twentieth
century but reprinted for the USIA effort based on the presumption that they were
important representatives of the depth of the American intellect) caused considerable
consternation. Today, Dreiser’s novel Sister Carrie (1900) may be his best known, but
his trilogy of novels starting with The Financier (1912) had suggested the supposed
growth of American capitalism based on a free market system was a fraud,
demonstrating how the interests of landowners and insiders shaped the growth of
American cities in the nineteenth century. Dreiser died in 1945, but as one of the
preeminent novelists of the new century, his work was widely circulated to foreign
audiences. Quickly, however, the novels that had proven to be insightful critiques in the
first part of the century were suddenly questionable contributors to cultural diplomacy

in the American Centers.
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Under the direction of the infamous lawyer Roy Cohn, Dreiser’s work along with
millions of other books were deemed to be supportive of communist ideology and
unsuitable for the promotion of international ideals. Joseph McCarthy sought to
establish a new standard for U.S. literature — one that would overtly support capitalism
in contrast to the critique of the so-called free market system that was presented by
Dreiser’s work. At first, it seemed like McCarthy would succeed, but he was ultimately
unsuccessful. The thought that the U.S. diplomatic corps was literally or figuratively
burning books soon undermined McCarthy’s effort. The review of Dreiser’s work,
which was initially unfavorable, interestingly led to a change in thinking about the role
of cultural diplomacy. A new vision of the community, one that would incorporate
dissenting views, became an official policy of the U.S. diplomatic corps.

Based on previously secret documents declassified by the author’s Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request, this paper documents how Dreiser’s novels caused a
debate within the U.S. diplomatic corps. The documents recently made available show
that the 1955 review of Dreiser’s work was unfavorable; staff members described how
his novels did not support positive view of the United States. This paper considers their
comments alongside a close reading of the novels themselves. These documents also
show that, by 1957, the official policy of the United States had changed, suggesting that
a diversity of viewpoints and an open discussion of the limitations and possibilities of
the American system would be the most preferable. Today it seems natural from the
perspective of U.S. audiences that debate and disunity are necessary components of
creating a community of international readers. Although this point of view is admirable,
the aims of this policy were not necessarily the only way of creating international

cultural communities and were hard won concessions from the U.S. diplomatic corps.
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